Genetic relatedness between intracisternal A particles and other major oncovirus genera.
Intracisternal A particles represent a major oncovirus genus. By reciprocal hybridization between molecularly cloned A particles and representatives of other oncovirus genera, we established pol gene homology with type B, type D and avian type C viruses. The most extensive homology was with mammalian type D viruses. The transcriptional orientation of the IAP genome was determined, as well as evidence indicating that its pol gene, which is apparently defective, contains coding regions for both reverse transcriptase and endonuclease proteins.